
A unique programme designed to teach
you how to navigate regional and

international mechanisms to defend
artists and cultural  r ights

THE ART OF
DEFENDING
ARTISTS 
CAPACITY BUILDING IN THE DOMAIN OF ARTISTIC FREEDOM

A V A N T - G A R D E  L A W Y E R S

 3.0

3 modules delivered by leading experts,
legal scholars and renowned art ists

*

The aster isk  ind icates omiss ion,  doubtfu l  matter
or  var ious arb i t rary  meanings .*

25 APRIL  -  4  JUNE 2025    ONLINE* 

https://avantgardelawyers.org/the-art-of-defending-artists-3-0/
https://avantgardelawyers.org/the-art-of-defending-artists-3-0/


THE ART OF
DEFENDING
ARTISTS  3.0

*

The Art  of Defending Artists 3.0

The course wi l l  explore the most
topical  issues affect ing the state of
art ist ic  f reedom today.  Sessions wi l l  be
led by h igh- level  experts  f rom the
United Nat ions,  European Court  of
Human Rights  and Counci l  of  Europe
alongside social ly  engaged art ists  who
have exper ienced censorship .

The curr iculum wi l l  prov ide part ic ipants
with  the sk i l ls  to  nav igate the
mechanisms of  the United Nat ions and
European systems in  order  to  defend
the r ights  of  art ists .

The course is  open to  lawyers,  art ists ,
students,  journal ists ,  act iv ists ,  c iv i l
society ,  media  and culture
professionals .

*



THE ART OF
DEFENDING
ARTISTS  3.0

*

MODULE 1 :  EUROPEAN SYSTEM

Art icle  10 of  the European
Convent ion on Human
Rights

Admissibi l i ty  and F i l ing
an Appl icat ion before the
European Court  of  Human
Rights,  Inter im Measures

European Social  Charter

SESSION EXPERT TIME (CET)

Daria  Chist iakova
AGL Case Off icer

25 Apr i l

Hildur  Hjörvar
LL .M.  and Teaching Fel low
at  Harvard,  former  Lawyer ,  
Registry  of  the European
Court  of  Human R ights

16 :00-17 :30

12:00-13 :30

THE PROGRAMME

DATE

28 Apr i l

30 Apr i l

The Commissioner  of
Human Rights  and Rule 9
submissions before the
Committee of  Ministers

2 May 16:00-17 :30

MODULE 2:  UNITED NATIONS

Special  Procedures

Working Group on
Arbitrary  Detent ion

Treaty  Bodies and
Indiv idual  Complaints

SESSION EXPERT TIME (CET)

Eleanor  Robb
Human Rights  Off icer ,
Specia l  Procedures Branch,
Off ice of  the High
Commissioner  for  Human
Rights

5 May 

Dr.  Mir iam Estrada-Cast i l lo
LL .M.  and Former  Chai r
Rapporteur  and Member ,
Uni ted Nat ions Work ing
Group on Arb i t rary
Detent ion

Mariel  Merayo
Human Rights  Lawyer

16 :00-17 :30

DATE

7 May

12 May 

Strategic  Use of  the
United Nat ions system to
protect  art ist ic  f reedom

Laurence Cuny
Human Rights  Lawyer  and
Expert  on the r ight  to
freedom of  ar t ist ic
expression

14 May

12:00-13 :30

16:00-17 :30

16:00-17 :30

12:00-13 :30

UNSR in  the f ield  of
cultural  r ights  with  a
focus on minor i t ies  and
indigenous peoples

Alexandra Xanthaki
United Nat ions Specia l
Rapporteur  in  the f ie ld  of
cul tura l  r ights

16 May 12:00-13 :30



THE ART OF
DEFENDING
ARTISTS  3.0

*THE PROGRAMME

MODULE 3:  ART*

Art ist  perspect ive on
censorship

SESSION EXPERT TIME (CET)

Tania  Bruguera
Cuban Art ist  and Act iv ist

Far id  Rakun,  Ruangrupa
art  col lect ive
Lara Khaldi ,  i ndependent
curator
Andra Matei
AGL Execut ive D i rector  

16 :00-17 :30

DATE

26 May

28 May 

Generat ive AI  and i ts
economic impact  on the
creat ive industr ies

Natasha Mangal
Legal  and Pol icy  Advisor  at
CISAC,  Course Di rector  at
the Univers i ty  of
Strasbourg

2 June

12:00-13 :30

12:00-13 :30

Art ( i f ic ial )  Ownership:
Copyr ight  & Law in  the
Age of  AI

Atreya Mathur
Director  of  Legal  Research,
Centre for  Art  Law

4 June 16:00-17 :30

The course wi l l  incorporate  theoret ical  as
wel l  as  pract ical  learn ing,  through the
del ivery  of  presentat ions,  group exercises,
d iscussions and case studies .  

I t  consists  of  13  sessions with  a  total
teaching t ime of  19 .5  hours  and an addit ional
13 hours  for  sel f -d i rected readings.

methodology

documenta f i f teen:
art ist ic  f reedom,
censorship  and the
ant isemit ism debate



Successful  complet ion of  the programme wi l l  a l low
part ic ipants  to :

Navigate the mechanisms of  the European and UN
systems to  defend art ists
Develop pract ical  sk i l ls  in  how to design l i t igat ion
strategies for  art ists  at  r isk  
Gain  a  pract ical  understanding of  the procedural
speci f ic i t ies  of  internat ional  mechanisms and regional
bodies
Use legal  and advocacy-based tools  in  order  to
successful ly  defend art ists  in  s i tuat ions of  increased
vulnerabi l i ty

THE ART OF
DEFENDING
ARTISTS  3.0

*

Learning outcomes

CONTACT US
mer je . la iapea@avantgardelawyers .org

The programme is
supported by:
Swedish Postcode
Lottery Foundation

Avant-Garde  Lawyers  (AGL)  i s  an  in te rnat iona l  non -governmenta l
organ isat ion  p rov id ing  pro -bono  lega l  ass is tance  to  a r t is ts .  To

fu l f i l  i t s  miss ion ,  AGL  manages  a  g loba l  network  of  p rofess iona ls ,
inc lud ing  lawyers  and  a r t  and  lega l  exper ts .

PROFESSIONALS
FEES

STUDENTSAGL NETWORK

€1300 €400€650

mailto:merje.laiapea@avantgardelawyers.org

